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A Symphonic Homage and Prayer

The Suffering of the Innocents

Dear brothers and sisters: how could I presume to compose music? Is it because of my pride?  Or my vanity?  
Be that as it may, an elderly priest once told me: “Never avoid doing good for fear of vanity, because that comes 
from the devil”. 
“To do good…” Is it good to try to compose music? I present to you a small musical composition, which I would 
like to be celebratory as well as catechetical, I would say, on the su�ering of the innocents, on the su�ering of 
the Virgin. Can music perhaps say something more profound on such a signi�cant theme…?
The su�ering of the innocents… the philosopher Sartre said: “Woe to the man whom the �nger of God crushes 
against the wall”, and Nietzsche: “If God exists and does not help those who su�er, he is a monster, and if he 
cannot help them, he is not God, he does not exist”. 
To be crushed against the wall. Men lying in the street, dying of cold. Children abandoned and housed in horri�c 
orphanages, where they su�er violence and are abused. That woman, whom I knew in that neighborhood, 
su�ering from Parkinson’s disease, abandoned by her husband, whose mentally-ill son beat her with a stick, 
and was begging for alms. I was overwhelmed before Jesus dead on a cross, present there, in her and in so 
many others and others…
What a mystery the su�ering of so many innocents who bear the sin of others, incest, a violence unheard of, 
that line of naked women and children going towards the gas chamber, and that deep pain of one of the guards 
who was heard inside his heart a voice: get in line with them and go with them to die; and he did not know 
where that voice was coming from…
Many say that after the horror of Auschwitz it is no longer possible to believe in God. No! It is not true! God 
became man to carry upon Himself the su�ering of all those innocent ones. He is the total innocent, the lamb 
led to the slaughter without opening his mouth, He who carries the sins of all.
In this small work, the Virgin Mary is portrayed submitted to the scandal of the su�ering of the innocents in her 
own �esh, in the �esh of her own Son. “Oh, what pain!” a voice sings as a sword pierces her soul.  
With these musical strokes we would like to celebrate together, how much an angel sustained the Virgin, just 
as another angel helped Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane to drink of the chalice prepared for sinners. We 
would like to contemplate and sustain the Virgin who accepts that sword which, according to the prophet 
Ezekiel, God has prepared for the sins of his people, and which now pierces through the soul of this poor woman: 
Mary! Mary! Mother of God! Holy Theotokos. Courage! You are the Mother of that God who makes himself sin 
for us and o�ers himself for the salvation of all. Mother of God and our Mother. Let us all sing.


